Spatio-temporal Changes in Beluga Whale,

Delphinapterus leucas, Distribution: A
Results from Aerial Surveys (1977-2012), Opportumstlc Sightings (1975-2012), 7%+,
and Satellite Tagging (1999-2003) in Cook Inlet, Alaska

Abstract:
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gas development, and military operations. The summer distribution of this population has

been studied extensively, particularly in June, but little has been documented during other

seasons of the year. This review includes results from aerial surveys, satellite tagging studies,
and opportunistic sightings.
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Conclusions:

Although belugas do inhabit mid inlet waters and bays in the lower inlet, sightings south of
the Forelands have been relatively rare in the past two decades. This contraction in range was

observed not only during the summer months but also into the fall during the later period of
this seasonal study.
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lation into a small number of preferred habitat areas. Habitat associations during the early

summer period have been studied, and note negative associations with sources of anthropo-
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